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  Public Submission Form  

Section 95 Heritage Act 2017 

Use this form to lodge a submission to Heritage Victoria in response to the public notice of a 
heritage permit under Section 95 of the Heritage Act 2017. 

1. Application Details  

2. Personal Details   

 Permit Application

Prior to making a submission please read Heritage Victoria’s Policy Guideline for Public Notice of 
Heritage Permit Applications and Submissions Received. 
In considering a permit application the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria, considers matters set out 
under Section 101 of the Heritage Act 2017 (the Act), which includes all submissions received during the 
public notice period. Submissions received should relate to the cultural heritage significance of the 
place or object. Planning matters including amenity, overshadowing of non-heritage properties, noise, 
traffic and car parking are not matters considered in determining a permit under the Act.  

Submit the completed form to Heritage Victoria before midnight on the last date of the public notice 
period via email at heritage.permits@delwp.vic.gov.au.  

Please note: 

Submissions received will be treated as a public document and may be provided to persons with an 
interest in the heritage place or object, including the applicant. This will include your name and contact 
details. 

The advertised permit will not be determined during the notice period. 

All submitters will be notified when the permit application is determined and if any future permit 
amendment applications are received. Please note that where petitions are received only the submitter 
will be contacted. 

Place or object name: Former Hoffman Brickworks

Address or GPS location: 72-106 Dawson Street, Brunswick

Victorian Heritage Register number: H0703

Permit Application Number: P31711

 !  1

mailto:heritage.permits@delwp.vic.gov.au


Heritage Victoria  
Public Submission Form  

Section 95 Heritage Act 2017 

S 

3. Submission Details  

Please outline your views about the permit application: 

First name: Kim

Surname: Stevenson

Business or organisation name:

Position title:

Address (optional):

Email address:

Telephone:
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I strenuously object to the issuing of permit P31711 to demolish the Brick Pressing Shed (B5)  and Engine house (B6) 
of the former Hoffman’s Brickworks, Albert Street Brunswick,  and to construct a 7-8 story apartment building on the 
site, which looking at drawings of the proposed building, would add a monstrous eyesore to Brunswick’s landscape. I 
urge the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria to refuse the application for the reasons described below. 

I am not an expert.  
I have been trying to understand what is going on with the Hoffman Brickworks site. It seems to me that the 
current application to demolish the brick pressing shed and engine house is essentially the same proposal that 
was withdrawn in 2017 after community, heritage expert and council objections.  

I have tried to follow the trail of information from when the developer first obtained the site to now, but it is quite 
confusing. Sungrove Developments was allowed to buy the site provided they develop only part of the site for 
residences, the income from which would help mitigate costs for conservation and preservation of the heritage 
core, which they are now trying to demolish?! Kilns 2 and 3 were originally meant to be preserved and now they 
are residences?! 

Then I found submissions from 2017 written by experts in the field... 
According to expert Dr. Iain Stuart, 

“Brick presses and the building they were originally located in rarely survive on brickworks mostly it is 
the kilns that survive. Based on my familiarity with brickworks I would see Building 5 and 6 as being 
very rare Nationally and Internationally... However it is not simply the case of the building surviving or 
the brick presses surviving what have survived on the Hoffman sites was the brick making process, 
from the clay coming from the preparation area into the loft of the building and being mixed and fed to 
be brick presses. It is this physical evidence of the process that is the key to understanding why the site 
is so important.”  

Dr Stuart also notes that due to Hoffman’s being a large brickworks, not only is the process seen, but the scale 
of the process at Hoffman’s is notable. To suggest that an ‘interpretive display’ with a few bits of equipment 
would provide the same experience and understanding is ludicrous. 
As stated by to Michele Summerton in her objection to the very similar application (Permit P27923) made by the 
developer/owner in 2017: 

“The structural issues in Buildings 5 and 6 outlined in the application are the result of neglect over many 
years by the owner/developer, and the claim that these buildings are therefore now of lesser 
significance because of their condition demonstrates a failure to understand the meaning of ‘cultural 
heritage significance’. To propose that deterioration of a heritage building is a reason for its demolition is 
not a valid case for justifying this action” 

I agree wholeheartedly with Industrial Archaeologist Gary Vines when he expresses his dismay and scepticism 
in his submission from 2017: 

...the developers got the site for a song, made millions on densely packed apartments that fail all good 
planning and wouldn't have been permitted if not for the promise of conservation outcomes, were given 
concessions all the way, left the place to the vandals and weather until they can argue it is beyond 
repair and then get incremental permits until pretty much nothing of the original fabric is preserved... 
... if the developer’s need for profit is put ahead of the community’s need to preserve its heritage on this 
site, it will be a depressing precedent for all other remaining industrial heritage in the state, including the 
only other remaining brick works at Box Hill. It will also be rewarding a developer for failing to meet their 
original planning approvals, as the past promises have consistently been broken, and the company has 
failed to undertake even the most basic maintenance and repair unless under extreme duress from 
Heritage Victoria.” 

Why is the developer not being sued for breach of contract for not doing what was agreed at the outset, and in 
fact being negligent in allowing the site to deteriorate to its current state? Forgive me for not being a lawyer, but 
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Thank you for making a submission to Heritage Victoria. Please note that submissions received outside the 
advertised period will not be considered as a formal submission but may be considered under section 101(3)(b) of 
the Act -‘any other relevant matter.’ 
To obtain a copy of your own lodged submission please contact Heritage Victoria on (03) 7022 6373 or at 
heritage.permits@delwp.vic.gov.au.  
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