
Dear Heritage Victoria
 
We are writing to express our concern about Permit Application P31711 for VHR0703 
Former Hoffmans Brickworks. As residents of Brickworks Drive, we have witnessed 
years of neglect of these significant industrial buildings brought about by a lack of 
proactive maintenance and an insecure site which has led to arson damage to building 5 
and the collapse of the gable roof of building 6. The former has left the brick presses 
exposed to the elements with the latter resulting in the partial demolition of the building 
6 in order to prevent the collapse of the entire structure onto Dawson Street. To a local 
resident, this feels like Corkman’s in slow motion.
 
Despite their neglect, these two building represent the historic core of the Hoffmans 
Brunswick Brickworks site and provide valuable context for the two remaining brick 
kilns. Building 5 houses seven brick presses with building 6 locating where the steam 
engine would have stood that would have powered them prior to the introduction of 
electricity.
 
During the past ten years, we, as residents, have become increasingly aware of the 
heritage significance of the Hoffman Brickworks to the history of Brunswick and 
Melbourne as a whole. As quoted by Michael Winkler in his 2016 book Grungewick, 
19th Century Brunswick was known for its “bricks and pottery, mud and poverty.” The 
Hoffman Brickworks produced over 40 million bricks a year at the height of their 
operation supporting the construction boom following the Victorian gold rush. Hoffman
bricks can be spotted all over Victoria if one looks carefully.
 
Buildings 5 and 6 form part of the larger Hoffmans Brunswick Brickworks site which is
dominated by the three large kiln chimneys. These structures are a vertical landmark 
that currently dominate the skyline of the surrounding workers cottages.
 
Such an important example of Industrial Architecture demands a sensitive approach to 
its development. The current permit application is the antithesis of sensitive. At eight 
stories, the development will diminish the vertical dominance of the kiln chimneys 
when viewed from anywhere except Dawson Street. Currently the site is restricted to 
structures of not more than four storeys, matching the scale of the original industrial 
buildings.
 
The proposal to completely demolish the buildings and reuse some of the bricks and 
some galvanised iron will, in essence, replace heritage with a “heritage colour 
palette.” These historically significant buildings surely deserve sensitive restoration and 
repurposing.
 
Sincerely urging you to reject this application,
 
Karen and Stuart 


