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13 January 2018 

 
To: Mr Steven Avery      From: Michele Summerton 
Executive Director          
Heritage Victoria       
By email: heritage.permits@delwp.vic.gov.au         
      
         

 

Dear Mr Avery, 

VHR H0703 – Former Hoffman Brickworks, Brunswick 

I am tendering this submission in response to Permit Application P27923, which seeks to 

1. demolish Building 5 (former Brick Pressing Building); 

2. demolish Building 6 (former Engine House);  

3. construct a new building; and 

4. relocate the Edge Runner Mill 

 

1. Permit application and context 

The proposal for the demolition of Buildings 5 and 6 seeks to redevelop the site with an “L” shaped 

residential complex of 7 to 8 stories in height and a small commercial building that will feature 

interpretative displays.  As part of these works the application also seeks to relocate and reinstall, as 

well as discard, items of original machinery and fixtures historically associated with Buildings 5 and 6. 

The proposal is outlined in a Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) prepared in November 2017 by 

Anthemion Consultancies for the owner/developer of the former brickworks, Sungrove Pty Ltd.  The HIS 

also refers to additional reports obtained by the owner and submitted in support of the application.  

These address interpretation (MGS Architects, October 2017), the structural condition of Buildings 5 and 

6 (O’Neill Group Pty Ltd, April 2014; Beauchamp Hogg Spano, May 2014), and the environmental status 

of the site (Compass Environmental Pty Ltd, 2010 and 2017).  These add to the long trail of heritage 

reports on the brickworks which date from the 1980s when the working complex was first investigated 

for its cultural heritage significance and then included in the Victorian Heritage Register in 1989.  

The closure of the brickworks in 1993 and their sale to Sungrove P/L in 1996 raised concerns about their 

future.  The large 3 hectare site retained at least 24 structures, including the three elliptical Hoffman 

kilns, grinding shed, works manager’s office, laboratory, pottery kilns, pottery store, pottery works, 

garage, warehouses, offices, a tramway alignment running between buildings – as well as the large brick 

press building containing nine presses, the edge runner mill and the engine house – which are the 

subject of the current Permit Application.  The complex with its uniquely configured brick and 
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corrugated iron buildings and their various components and its layout demonstrated ‘a rare and 

remarkable continuity of technology, work processes and functional areas’.1   

Conservation Management Plans prepared by Allom Lovell & Associates in 1997 and HLCD Pty Ltd in 

1999 identified policies that would enable the significant values of the brickworks to be retained in their 

future use and development when proposals for change were presented.  The reports focused on 

resolving issues specific to the brickworks and were guided by the principle that ‘Conservation is about 

the care and continuing development of a place in such a way that its significance is retained or revealed 

and its future is made secure’.2       

Since the preparation of these documents rezoning and redevelopment of the brickworks has seen the 

demolition, extensive alteration and neglect of many of the structures.  A major concession was made to 

the owner/developer in 1997 when Heritage Permit 2899 was issued for the demolition of the 

brickworks’ first kiln, built in 1884, to facilitate residential and commercial development.  A proportion 

of the revenue was to be allocated to conserving the historic core buildings, providing interpretation, 

and facilitating public access into the two surviving kilns and around the brick press building.  The 

demolished kiln’s chimney was retained as an interpretive feature, however little else was achieved 

from the concession. The grinding shed located immediately north of Buildings 5 and 6 was demolished 

in 2000.  More recently the two surviving kilns of 1885 and 1908 were altered extensively and their 

interiors subdivided into privately owned apartments, limiting public access to just one end of one of 

Kiln 2.  HLCD’s Conservation Management Plan had recommended a commercial, more public use for 

these unique spaces.  In 2009, the manager’s office/gatehouse on the Pottery Court, at the Dawson 

Street entrance to the brickworks, was demolished and a new apartment building constructed under 

Permit 10131.  All of these approvals were contrary to the policies and recommendations contained in 

the CMPs specifically developed for the brickworks and the later reports, HLCD’s Additional Research 

(2000), and Lookear’s Interpretation Concept (2006) endorsed by Heritage Victoria.    

The decisions have irreversibly impacted on the National cultural heritage significance of the brickworks, 

compromising their fabric and diminishing the ability of the site and the buildings to cohesively 

demonstrate their functions and their historical, architectural and scientific (technological) values.    

2. Reasons to refuse the application 

Buildings 5 and 6 form part of the historic functional core of the brickworks.  They demonstrate the 

continuity of technology and work processes over a long period of operation.  Part of the brick press 

building is believed to date to 1884 when the brickworks were established, making it and the remnant 

chimney of Kiln 1, the oldest structures surviving on the site.  Constructed in red brick and corrugated 

iron, they quintessentially represent the built forms that characterize the former brickworks.  Their 

                                                           
1  Australian Heritage Database, Place ID 18522, Hoffman Brick and Pottery Works, 72-108 Dawson St, 
Brunswick, VIC, Australia’, http://www.environment.gov.vic.au 
 
2  James Semple Kerr, The Conservation Plan, 7th edition, Australia ICOMOS, 2013, p2 

http://www.environment.gov.vic.au/
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demolition would cause the permanent loss of two historic core buildings and further degrade the State 

and National cultural heritage significance of the brickworks.          

Building 5 retains seven relatively intact brick presses, which remain in situ along with other associated 

fixtures and components of the pressing process that include flywheels, electrical engines as well as 

cloth chutes and a hopper system, which conveyed clay from the hoppers on the upper level to the 

pressing machines below.  In 1887 the production of bricks advanced technologically with the 

introduction of a mechanized steam powered brick press based on the English Bradley-Craven principle.  

According the Australian Heritage Database, nine presses remained in Building 5 in 1998; six Bradley-

Craven presses, two Anderson presses and one Austral Otis, all manufactured in Victoria in the 1920s, 

1960s and 1970s and retaining their associated fittings.     

The presses derive their fullest meaning from their relationship with the building in which they were 

originally used, with each complimenting the significance of the other.  All seven surviving presses 

contribute to the high cultural heritage significance of the brickworks and every effort should be made 

to retain their meaningful connections.  Discarding five of the presses and retaining just two for display 

as ‘centerpieces’ in a display along with other selected components and ‘salvage’ in a new, unrelated 

building will lower their integrity and significance and further degrade the State and National cultural 

heritage values of the brickworks.    

The HIS does not identify the models of the seven surviving presses and fails to advise on what the 

owner/developer proposes to do  with the five unwanted presses and other parts of the system.             

The mechanised edge runner mill is historically significant for its ability to demonstrate the important 

brickmaking process of grinding clay.  It is rare in its survival and only one other mill, which was used for 

grinding gunpowder, is known in Victoria (see VHR H2029, Black Powder Mill, Brimbank City).  The HIS 

advises that the brickworks’ mill is located outside under a protective roof near the west wall of Building 

5, and that this does not appear to be its original location.  It is proposed to move the mill to the east 

side of the replacement building and construct a new shelter.  The HIS fails to provide sufficient 

information on this proposal to demonstrate that the heritage values of this significant item will be 

retained and its future made secure.      

The structural issues in Buildings 5 and 6 outlined in the application are the result of neglect over many 

years by the owner/developer, and the claim that these buildings are therefore now of lesser 

significance because of their condition demonstrates a failure to understand the meaning of ‘cultural 

heritage significance’.  To propose that deterioration of a heritage building is a reason for its demolition 

is not a valid case for justifying this action.    

Interpretation should not be used as a justification for demolition of the buildings and salvaging selected 

fixtures and objects.  It is not acceptable to use interpretation as an alternative to the conservation of a 

heritage place.    

The application fails to adequately provide evidence of the extent of environmental contamination in 

Buildings 5 and 6. 
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The HIS fails to follow the logical process prescribed by Heritage Victoria for preparing a Heritage Impact 

Statement and does not address the impact of the proposal on the cultural heritage significance of the 

brickworks; instead it repeatedly focuses on mounting a case for the demolition of Buildings 5 and 6.   

 

Kind regards, 

Michele Summerton 

 

 

 


